
School Days





The history of education in England can be traced back to the Anglo- Saxons' 
settlement of England , or even back to the Roman Occupation.

During the Middle ages , schools were established to teach Latin grammar ,whilst 
apprenticeship was the main way to enter practical occupations. Two universities 
were established: the University of Oxford , followed by the University of Cambridge . 
A reformed system of "free grammar schools" was established in the reign of Edward 
V1 .

In the 19th century the Church of England was responsible for most educations until 
the establishment of free, compulsory education towards the end of that century. 
University College London was established, followed by Kings College London ; the 
two institutions formed the University of London .

Durham University was also established in the early nineteenth century. Towards the 
end of the century the “ Redbrick" universities were founded.



1880 The Elementary Education Act insisted on compulsory attendance from 5–10 years.

1891, state payment of school fees- 10 shillings a head

1893, raised minimum leaving age to 11.

1897 The Voluntary Schools Act provided grants to public elementary schools not funded 
by school boards (typically Church schools).

1899 to raise the school leaving age up to 12 years of age

1944 Education Act established the Tripartite System of grammar schools , 
and secondary schools. The school leaving age was raised to 16 in 1972.



1988 National Curriculum was introduced

1976-1997 A child whose sixteenth birthday falls in the period 1 September to 31 January 
inclusive, may leave compulsory schooling at the end of the Spring term (the following 
Easter).
A child whose sixteenth birthday falls in the period 1 February to 31 August, may leave on 
the Friday before the last Monday in May.

2013 In September the education leaving age was raised to 17, and from September 2015         
it will rise to 18.
These changes allow that becoming an apprentice or going to college are alternatives to 
school.



Leeds Grammar School founded in 1552, 



Roundhay St. John’s Church of England Aided School was founded in 1837 and as the oldest 
school in the City of Leeds draws on a long history and tradition. It has links with St. John’s 
Parish Church and Roundhay Methodist Church. Until 1992 it was housed in a small 
Victorian building on Wetherby Road, flanked by the almshouses, and in the shadow of St. 
John’s Church.

Our Local Schools



1903
Opened on 7th May of the Lidgett Park School in North Park Avenue by Miss J Blok and Miss 
G B Shute with four girl pupils.
1916
Miss M C Vivyan took over as Headmistress of the school. By this time, there were 64 girls on 
roll.
1917
In September 1917, the Boys’ Department of the school was opened at 29 Shaftesbury 
Avenue, with 20 boys aged from 8-13.
1919
In 1919, the school was taken over by the Leeds Education Committee and, in September 
1919, Lidgett Park High School became the Roundhay High School for Girls.
1920
The Education Committee bought the estate of Gledhow Hill (our present grounds)
1921
September 1921 – the school moved into Gledhow Hill (the Mansion Block).
1922
By September 1922, there were 300 girls on roll and the number of boys (many as old as13 
and 14) had risen to 80. This warranted the establishment of a separate boys’ school.

Roundhay 



1925
On September 15th 1925, the new Boys’ School was opened. During the year, the 
building was completed and the formal opening took place on June 25th 1926 by Lord 
Eustace Percy, President of the Board of Education.
1972
In the September of this year, Roundhay School for Boys and Roundhay High School for 
Girls combined to form the new Roundhay School, a 13-18 co-educational 
comprehensive school.
1992
As part of a city wide reorganization, Roundhay School opened as an 11-18 co-
educational comprehensive school. There were now 1400 pupils at the school under 
the Headship of Mr Wilson, who joined from the closing Houghside school in Leeds 
and replaced the acting Headmaster Mr Ian Rothbury (Deputy Head) who had taken up 
this role following the sad death of Kerr Mackie.
2012
Primary Campus Opened
2013
The school has now 1800 pupils and students including a Sixth Form of over 400 (the 
largest in Leeds).



1965



Mr. George E Greaves



George Edward Greaves, 
wrote this musical play 
at “Ladywood” 1922

Barry Claughton
our resident artist

Both previous teachers at Roundhay High School



Gledhow Primary School



Kerr Mackie
Talbot Primary

Gipton Board School 
1897 - 1992

Harehills Primary 1891-1987

Allerton Grange 
Foxwood School



Mr Joseph Buxton, Head Master 
of Gipton Council School, was the 
father of one of St John’s Church 
soldiers remembered in the First 
World War.
Joseph was responsible in 1923 
for organizing  some cars for the 
procession from the Town Hall to 
Roundhay Park for children’s day.
His son Samuel was killed on July 
1st 1916



My first school  report, just 
happened to be in Australia



What did we 
do at school?

Girls



Boys



Uniforms?





How old were we when we left 
school.
What did we do when we left 
school?

1948-1960

Apprenticeship

Factory work




