


romance
rə(ʊ)ˈmans,ˈrəʊmans/

Noun

1.   feeling of excitement and mystery associated with love.

"I had a thirst for romance“

2. a quality or feeling of mystery, excitement, and remoteness from everyday 
life.

"the romance of the sea“

synonyms: mystery, glamour, excitement, 

colourfulness, colour, exoticis

Mystique, appeal, allure, fascination, charm

"the romance of Paris in the 1930s"



True romance is doing something special or 
unexpected for someone you love, even though 
you don't have to.



The history of Valentine’s Day–and the story of its patron saint–is shrouded in 

mystery

The popular belief about St Valentine is that he was a priest from Rome in the third 

century AD.

Emperor Claudius II had banned marriage because he thought married men were 

bad soldiers. Valentine felt this was unfair, so he broke the rules and arranged 

marriages in secret.

When Claudius found out, Valentine was thrown in jail and sentenced to death.

There, he fell in love with the jailer's daughter and when he was taken to be killed 

on 14 February he sent her a love letter signed "from your Valentine".

It was in the year 269 AD, Valentine was sentenced to a three part execution of a 

beating, stoning, and finally decapitation all because of his stand for Christian 

marriage.

At the end of the 5th century, Pope Gelasius declared February 14 St. Valentine’s 

Day.

Valentine has come to be known as the patron saint of lovers.





The oldest known valentine still in existence today was a poem written in 1415 by 

Charles, Duke of Orleans, to his wife while he was imprisoned in the Tower of 

London

In Great Britain, Valentine’s Day began to be popularly celebrated around the 17th 

century. By the middle of the 18th, it was common for friends and lovers of all social 

classes to exchange small tokens of affection or handwritten notes, and by 1900 

printed cards began to replace written letters due to improvements in printing 

technology.

Approximately 150 million Valentine's Day cards are exchanged annually, making 

Valentine's Day the second most popular card-sending holiday after Christmas.



She walks in beauty, like the night

Of cloudless climes and starry skies;

And all that’s best of dark and bright

Meet in her aspect and her eyes;

Thus mellowed to that tender light

Which heaven to gaudy day denies.

She Walks in Beauty

Lord Byron (1788-1824)

Arguably the most romantic poem in English literature, Byron’s words are 

hauntingly beautiful. The simple imagery of the woman’s charm and elegance 

make this poem both accessible and timeless. It’s no wonder why Byron makes 

it into countless proposals and wedding speeches.



Romanticism : a style of art, literature, etc., during the late 18th and early 

19th centuries that emphasized the imagination and emotions

Art was used to show how inviting a place could be, (Alice Springs) 

encouraging people and business to come and prosper in Australia



Sydney Cove from Dawes Point, by Joseph Lycett 1817/1818

Joseph, a convicted forger serving 14 years, he was later pardoned



"The Kiss" by Klimt

Created during Klimt’s 

“Golden Period,” “The 

Kiss” is renowned 

because of its tender 

representation of two 

lovers intertwined into 

one being, symbolizing 

the strength of this bond.

Most romantic oil paintings for Valentine's Day in 2011



Theatre



An image of  a perfect romantic destination, The Maldives



Romantic bedroom ideas for 

children



Aboriginal paintings, romantic? 





Love has no boundries 



The Romantic Era

After Beethoven, composers turned their attention to the expression of 

intense feelings in their music. This expression of emotion was the focus of 

all the arts of the self-described "Romantic" movement.



You can even get married in 

naturally romantic settings.

Fiji



Dirty Dancing

Romantic films



Romantic cards



Traditions around the world














