


Holidays



Holiday in the 1500’s from old English meaning “holy day Sabbath”
Happy holiday came from the mid 19c with reference to summer 
vacation from school

The 1700s
The population of Britain grew rapidly during the Georgian period, 
from around five million  people in 1700 to nearly nine million by 
1801. It was a time of extreme luxury and extreme poverty, of 
burgeoning consumer culture and the birth of industrialisation; of 
spectacular entertainments from exhibitions of giants and exotic 
animals to public hangings – a host of entertainments for those 
seeking relief from their everyday routines.



With industrialization, there was more leisure time to be enjoyed. When 
the railway line from London to Brighton was established, going on 
holiday began to be a regular part of Victorian life. 
Thanks to the Bank Holiday Act of 1871 and the ease of rail travel, 
seaside resorts such as Blackpool and Torquay began to enjoy great 
popularity



Successful merchants and traders found that they had the time 
and money to visit opera houses, music clubs and the new 
‘pleasure gardens’, where orchestras played, fountains splashed, 
unaccompanied ladies could walk, coloured lights covered the 
walkways, and sometimes firework displays were held.

The early Victorians were genuinely concerned and bewildered 
about how leisure time should be used. For one thing leisure was 
often associated with idleness, so while it was recognised that spare 
time could bring benefits, it was also acknowledged that it had its 
dangers. In a society where the gospel of work was so deeply 
ingrained and its virtues so vigorously extolled, it was perhaps 
inevitable that leisure time should be regarded with suspicion. 
1870s when most organised trades were able to breakthrough to a 
54 hour week 

In 1897 the Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants negotiated 
one-week’s paid holiday after five years service. Other unionised 
workers, in coal and iron, for example, were putting forward similar 



1815
a typical wage for male workers was about 15 shillings (75p) a 
week, but women and children were paid much less, with women 
earning seven shillings (35p) and children three shillings (15p). For 
this reason, employers preferred to employ women and children. 
Many men were sacked when they reached adulthood; then they 
had to be supported by their wives and children
1847
No worker to work more than ten hours a day, couldn’t be 

controlled properly
1878
No woman to work more than sixty hours a week, no child under 
ten to work
2010
Average earnings £26,500 pa
2013
Full time workers entitled to 28 days holiday leave, can include 

bank holidays

Average earnings of employees in the UK have fallen in real terms 
since 2009. Average earnings in real terms are now at similar 
levels to those of 2002-03



On 9 June 1841 a 32-year old cabinet-maker named Thomas Cook walked from his home in 
Market Harborough to the nearby town of Leicester to attend a temperance meeting. A 
former Baptist preacher, Thomas Cook was a religious man who believed that most Victorian 
social problems were related to alcohol and that the lives of working people would be greatly 
improved if they drank less and became better educated. As he walked along the road to 
Leicester, he later recalled, 'the thought suddenly flashed across my mind as to the 
practicability of employing the great powers of railways and locomotion for the furtherance 
of this social reform'.
At the meeting, Thomas suggested that a special train be engaged to carry the temperance 
supporters of Leicester to a meeting in Loughborough about four weeks later. The proposal 
was received with such enthusiasm that, on the following day, Thomas submitted his idea to 
the secretary of the Midland Railway Company. A train was subsequently arranged, and on 5 
July 1841 about 500 passengers were conveyed in open carriages the enormous distance of 
12 miles and back for a shilling. The day was a great success and, as Thomas later recorded, 
'thus was struck the keynote of my excursions, and the social idea grew upon me'.
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1841 Thomas Cook organises his first excursion, a rail 
journey from Leicester to a temperance meeting in 
Loughborough. On Monday 5 July a special train carries some 
500 passengers a distance of 12 miles and back for one 
shilling

1845 Thomas Cook conducts his first trip for profit. It is a 
railway journey to Liverpool from Leicester, Nottingham and 
Derby. Fares are 15/- first class and 10/- second class, with a 
supplementary charge for travelling by special steamer to 
North Wales

1851 Thomas Cook promotes trips to the Great Exhibition in 
Hyde Park. More than 150,000 people from Yorkshire and the 
Midlands, including a party of 3,000 children from Leicester, 
Derby and Nottingham, travel to London under his 
arrangements.



• 1855 Thomas Cook's first continental tour. He personally conducts 
two parties from Harwich to Antwerp, then on to Brussels, 
Cologne, Frankfurt, Heidelberg, Strasbourg and, finally, to Paris 
for the International Exhibition.

• 1872/73 Thomas Cook organises and leads the first round-the-
world tour. He is away from home for 222 days and covers more 
than 25,000 miles.

• 1919 Thomas Cook & Son is the first travel agent to offer 
pleasure trips by air.

• 2010 Following the earthquake in Haiti, Thomas Cook Group 
helps the Disasters Emergency Committee, UNICEF and various 
charities to carry aid and relief personnel out to the affected area.
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Weddings
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Holidays in the 1900’s
Yarmouth

1897 Scarborough bathing 
machines

http://www.oobject.com/9-bathing-machines/bathing-machines-scarborough-yorkshire-1897/8305/


Leeds Bradford International Airport (LBA) was originally Yeadon Aerodrome, which 
began operating in October 1931 By 1935 the airport had been extended by a further 
35 acres and schedule air services commenced to Newcastle and Edinburgh with 
North Eastern Airways.
All civil flying ceased in 1939 with the outbreak of war. During the war years more 
than 4,500 aircraft were built 
The first daily London service started in 1960
Inclusive tour holiday flights commenced in 1976
2007: LBA is purchased by Bridgepoint for £145.5m and the Airport’s ownership 
transfers into private hands for the first time. 

First hanger 1932 1936



1944: RAF Yeadon camp buildings. 
The foundations for these are 
now under the new runway 
extension. 

Original Entrance 1964

1976 Interior 2011



We have our own local travel agents in Oakwood, Oakwood Travel, 
they seem to have been there for years



Now we can look at holidays on the web and book on line,  shop till we drop and get 
voucher deals on weekend breaks,  adventure experiences, days out and days afloat
What did and do you do for your holidays?




