
Hobbies and free-time activities



During the 20th century people had more and more leisure time. In 1900 

the average working week was 54 hours. 

By the 1980s it was 39 hours. Furthermore in 1900 most people had no 

paid holidays except bank holidays. 

In 1939 a new law said that everyone must have one weeks annual paid 

holiday. 

By the 1950s two weeks were common and by the 1980s most people 

had at least 4 weeks annual holiday.

Since April 2009, all workers have, from the first day of employment, the 

right to 5.6 weeks' paid holiday per year.











Paper rounds







Children and adults









Just here in our local church there are 16 Youth groups, scouts, 

brownies, toddlers, etc

14 Church groups, art, cafe, luncheon club, Digital world, Scottish 

dancing etc.

12 Charity groups

Friends of Gipton Wood

Roundhay Park and friends of Roundhay park

Farmers market

There is no shortage of activities and groups in our area



Walking group1997



Keswick, Lakeside House



Walking Group 2006



1971-1976



Kids praise 1994



Drama Groups



1956



Charitable 

volunteers



Men’s fellowship 2003



Personal computers became common in the 1980s. 

The internet became common in the 1990s and playing games 

online like scrabble and nine men's morris became popular. 

In the late 20th century gardening became a very popular 

pastime. 

So did DIY.





Locally, Parochial Hall a community Hall lists 21 groups, the Muslim 

Association, Probus, Oakwood and District Historical Society, Chess, 

Weight watchers, Oakwood Cinema and many many more.

Friends of Gipton Wood

Roundhay Park 

Friends of Roundhay park

Farmers market, shopping etc

There is no shortage of 

activities and groups if that is 

what you wish to do

We also have friends, family, 

neighbours.



Oakwood and District Historical Society (local history)



We have already seen how 

going to the cinema was 

effected by the popularity of the 

TV.

The early 1960s were a time 

when television evolved into a 

whole way of life, probably the 

biggest leisure activity for all 

ages.

Is it still?



Grey pound accounts for almost 50% of consumer spending, claims survey

As reported in 2014 in Money news,the grey pound now accounts for 

£320billion a year - up by £100billion in nine years

Over 50s account for 76% of the nation's financial wealth



Technology has enabled us to have more time, vacuum cleaners, washing 

machines, supermarkets, on line shopping etc

How did, and do you spend your spare time?

What was it like when you were younger?

What was it like in your parents day?

Has spare time changed or have we changed, or both?

What are our expectations today?




