
Easter



ORIGIN OF EASTER: WHERE DID IT COME FROM?

The exact origins of this religious feast day’s name are unknown. 
Some sources claim the word Easter is derived the Teutonic 
goddess of spring and fertility.

Other accounts trace Easter to the white clothing donned by people 
who were baptized during that time.

Through a translation error, the term later appeared as esostarum
in Old High German, which eventually became Easter in English. 

In Spanish, Easter is known as Pascua; in French, Paques. These 
words are derived from the Greek and Latin Pascha or Pasch, for 
Passover. Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection occurred after he went 
to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover (or Pesach in Hebrew), the 
Jewish festival commemorating the ancient Israelites’ exodus from 
slavery in Egypt. Pascha eventually came to mean Easter.



In the Christian Religion 

Easter is also called Resurrection Sunday. It is a festival 
celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  It is 
a movable feast. Gregorian Calendar has 5th April, Julian 
Calendar 12th April and Jewish Passover 4th April, for this year.

Customs vary across the Christian World.

Easter is preceded by Lent. A period of fasting and penitence for 
Easter, which begins on Ash Wednesday and lasts forty days 
(not counting Sundays)
The week  before Easter is Holy week, The Sunday before 
Easter is Palm Sunday, the last three days are Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday
Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday commemorate 
Jesus entering into Jerusalem.



Ash Wednesday a day of fasting, the first day of Lent. Jesus Christ 
spent 40 days fasting in the dessert. It derives its name from the 
practice of blessing ashes made from palm branches blessed on the 
previous years Palm Sunday



Palm 
Sunday



Maundy Thursday , the Thursday before Easter, The Last Supper 



Good Friday, commemorating the crucifixion of Jesus Christ



The Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ by 
Piero della Francesca 
Celebrating Easter 
Sunday



People who go to Church on Palm Sunday, often receive a small cross made of palm leaves 
blessed by the priest or minister.

One very famous U.K. Easter tradition is the giving out of 'Maundy Money' by the Queen on 
Maundy Thursday. Centuries ago it was tradition that the reigning King or Queen would 
wash the feet of a few of poor people, the number of people being the same as the 
monarch's age. This was to remember that Jesus washed his disciples feet before the Last 
Supper.

Over the years the tradition has changed. Now the Queen, carrying a small pomander or 
bouquet of sweet herbs, gives little purses of money to a few chosen men and women. The 
coins are special little silver pennies and the purses are made of soft leather and are closed 
with a drawstring. The ceremony is held at Westminster Abbey, in London, every other year. 
In the years when it isn't held at Westminster Abbey, the Queen distributes the Maundy 
Money at different cathedrals in the country.

In York, traditional Passion Plays are still performed for the public. The plays are often 
performed in the Old English language they were first performed in during medieval times. 
You can sometimes understand some words, but a lot of them are completely 
unrecognisable!



A Bottle Kicking Match, between the villages of Hallaton and Medbourne, in 
Leicestershire, take place on Easter Monday. The bottles are actually three small 
barrels - two contain beer and one is empty. One of the full barrels is placed on 
landmark called the Hare Pie Bank - and each team tries to get it down their own side 
of the ridge and across the stream that rings the playing area. Whichever teams wins 
gets the barrel - and the beer inside! Then game is then played with the empty barrel, 
and the winners get the second barrel of ale!



the event was certainly around in the 18th century, and as the village website states field 
names as far back as 1600 contain reference to hare pie, it is perfectly reasonable that the 
custom pre-dated that.
The tale goes that two ladies were crossing a field when they were threatened by a bull. A 
hare that crossed its path distracted the beast, and the ladies made good their escape, 
grateful for the smaller creature’s intercession. They gave a large sum to the church on 
condition that every Easter Monday the vicar would procure for the people of the village a 
feast consisting of penny loaves, beer, and a large hare pie. Given they had been rescued by 
a hare it seems probable that this was a pie commemorating the hare, rather than full of his 
relations.
The distribution of the food and ale became a rowdy event, and at some point some likely 
lads from the neighbouring village of Medbourne hijacked the beer and tried to smuggle it 
back to their settlement. The hard men of Hallaton were having none of it, and they fought 
for the beer and their honour. Thus was the second part of the tradition born.



Bonnets represent the tail-end of a tradition of 
wearing new clothes at Easter. Records go back to the 
16th C referring to new clothes.



The Easter Bunny is an anthropomorphic, egg-laying rabbit who 
sneaks into homes the night before Easter to deliver baskets full 
of coloured eggs, toys and chocolate.

If you go way back, the Easter Bunny starts to make a little sense. 
Spring is the season of rebirth and renewal. Plants return to life 
after winter dormancy and many animals mate.

The concept of a bunny and eggs likely derives from the ancient 
tradition of rabbits being symbols of fertility. This ancient concept 
can still be seen today with such clichés as "they reproduce like 
bunnies.“



The first person in the U.K. to receive an official Easter Egg was Henry VIII. The Egg 
was sent by the Pope.



Over 90 million chocolate Easter bunnies are made each year.



Easter eggs are given to celebrate the Easter holiday, the custom of the Easter egg may 
have existed in the early Christian community of Mesopotamia, who stained eggs red 
in memory of the blood of Christ



Britons love chocolate. In world league tables of per capita consumption the UK comes 
joint 4thbehind Switzerland, Germany and Austria.

On average, each person in Britain eats approx. 9.5 kg of chocolate per year.
The first chocolate factory in Britain opened in 1657.

The world’s first hollow chocolate Easter eggs were made in the 1870s by Fry and then 
Cadbury. Soon after they were being filled with sweets. 

The Ivory Coast in West Africa is the world's leading producer of cocoa - supplying 43 per 
cent. 

Approximately 80 million chocolate eggs are sold annually in the UK



The oldest decorated eggs, symbols of fertility, are ostrich eggs some 60,000 years old 
found in Africa. Gold and silver ones have been excavated from the graves of the ancient 
Egyptians buried 5,000 years ago.

Long ago people gave gifts of eggs carved from wood or precious stones. The first sweet 
eggs that were eaten were made in the last 100 years from sugar or marzipan. Since then 
chocolate eggs have become popular and these are given on Easter Sunday. The oldest 
surviving wrapped Easter egg is 56 years old, bought by Judith Bowen for her mother in 
1957. The now 73-year-old great-grandmother from Wootton, Bedfordshire, thought it 
too nice to eat and put it out on the sideboard every Easter.

In 1973 two million Cadbury Creme Eggs exploded in a giant fridge because someone 
over-egged the yolks with too much yeast. Creme Eggs are really just chocolate eggs you 
can get all year round. They arrived in 
1923 – today 500 million are “laid” every
year.

Easter eggs for 2013 went on sale in Tesco
stores on Christmas Eve 2012.



The egg soon gave rise to bizarre games and activities to be enjoyed at Easter. In the 
UK we boil them, paint them sometimes and then roll them down hills. We hide them 
from our children so that they can exhaust themselves trying to find as many as 
possible. 

Egg tapping (or egg dumping or egg jarping) is big business the world over. This is 
where hard-boiled eggs are used in the egg equivalent of a game of conkers, where the 
aim is to obliterate your opponent’s egg. They play it in Bulgaria, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Lebanon, Macedonia, Romania and Serbia as well as the UK. The annual Egg Jarping
World Championship is held during Easter at Peterlee Cricket Club, County Durham.

Egg dance, or hop-egg, is a traditional Easter game from Germany where you dance 
around eggs that are laid on the ground (instead of a handbag) damaging as few as 
possible as you gyrate deftly to I Am The Walrus. In Mexico and Texas chicken eggs are 
emptied and filled with confetti before being hidden. When they are found, children 
and adults break them unceremoniously over each other’s heads.



1908
Early 1900’s

Easter Cards first arrived in 
Victorian England




